Karolina Cicha & Company  -  The Karaim Music Map

The Karaim Music Map CD album was produced by Karolina Cicha & Co., as the world’s first CD album dedicated to traditional Karaim music. For centuries, music has formed a crucial part of the secular culture of this small minority. In pursuit of both the songs and histories of the musical practices of the Karaim community, it is necessary to refer to the history of the Crimea, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Vilnius Region and 19th and 20th century Poland.

Karaims are often described as “the smallest minority” because there are at most around 1600 members of this community in Europe. Due to the cosmopolitan nature of the Karaim community, a map makes for an essential tool in discovering their identity, history and culture. The Karaim Music Map traces the journeys made by the community through such places as Warsaw, Lutsk, Trakai, Halych, Vilnius, Kiev and the cities of Crimea. All have been marked on the virtual map and are represented in songs interpreted by Karolina Cicha & Co.

Karaim music draws inspiration from the musical traditions of Lithuania and Crimea, alongside Ukrainian, Russian, and Polish influences. Karolina Cicha specialises in discovering the musical treasures of minority cultures. Here, while keeping alive the old spirit of these songs, Cicha & Company give a modern twist to the Karaim oriental folk tradition. 
More about Karolina Cicha & Co.

Karolina Cicha draws from the richness and diversity of her home region – Podlaskie, located in the very northeast of Poland, which is one of the most culturally and ethnically diverse areas in the whole Poland – the borderland between the East an the West. 

In 2013 together with her Company she released ‘9 Languages' album showing multidimensionalness of Polish and East European culture. The same year they won Grand Prix and the Audience Prize at the 'New Tradition' the biggest polish folk contest organized by Polish Radio. Cicha was invited to present this material in Official Selection at WOMEX 2015. 

Cicha’s albums such as '9 Languages', 'Jiddyshland', 'Tatar album', 'One - many' ‘Tany’ or the latest ‘Karaim’s Musical Map’ draw from traditional musical scales. However, they are not a compilation of archive material, but a coherent whole, speaking modern musical language. Her album ‘TANY’ was nominated to Fryderyk Prize – the biggest polish phonographical prize in the category of World Music. Playing her music, she has visited a dozen or so festivals held in Europe, Asia and America. 
CICHA PERFORMED AT: 'World Music Fest' (USA); 'TFF Rudolstadt' (Germany); 'FMM Sines Festival' (Portugal); Ethnoport (Poland); Cheoyong Culture Festival (South Korea); 'Art Pole' (Ukraine); 'Suklegos' (Lithuania); 'Folkbaltica' (Germany/Denmark); 'Euroradio Folk Festiwal' (Sweden); 'Kamianitza' (Bielaruss); 'Isole che Parlano' (Sardinia); 'Legion Arts' (Cedar Rapids, USA); 'Global Union' (Milwaukee, USA); ‘Lotus Fest' (Bloomington, USA); 'Gypsy Festival Drom' (New York, USA); 'World Music Festival' (Slovakia); 'Music Mela Festival' (Pakistan); 'Les Traversées Tatihou' (France); 'WOMEX 2015 Oficial Selection' (Hungary); 'Five Temples Festival' (Hungary); 'Sibiu International Theatre Festival' (Romania); LaMama Theatre (USA); 'Menuo Juodaragis' (Lithuania); 'Open Air' (Poland)
more information: karolinacicha.eu

FB Fan page: KarolinaCicha

